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AGREEMENT
ON THE IMPORTATION OF EDUCATIONAL,
SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL MATERIAL |



. PREAMBLE

The contracting States,

Consu:lermg that the free cxchange of ideas

and knowledge - and, in. general, the
f-j{w1dest possible dissemination of  the

“diverse: forms of self—expression used.

by civilizations are vitally important
.both for intellectual progress and
international understanding, and
conséquently for the maintenance of
wbrld peace;

Considering that this interchange s

- accomplished primarily by means of
. books, publications and educational,

scientific and cultural materials;

Considering that the Constitution of the

United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Orgaﬁization. urges
coqpﬁe‘ration between  nations in  all
branches of intellectual activity, includ—
ing ‘the - exchange of publications,
objects of artistic and- scientific interest
~and other materials of information’
and provides further that the Organizat—
ion shall ‘collaborate in the work of
-advancing the rautual knowledge and
understanding of peoples, through all
" nieans. of mass: c‘ommlijlication' and to
that .end recommend such international
‘agreeéments as may be necéssary to
promote the free flow of ideas by
word and image’;

Recogn;ze that these aims wﬂl be—eﬁectwcfy N

furthered by an international agreement
facﬂnatmg_ the free flow of books,
publica‘tio_ns and educational, scientific

and cultural materials; and Have,
therefore, agreed to the following
provisions: '

Axticle T

1. The centracting States undertake not to
apply customs duties or -other charges
on, Or in connexion with, ‘the - importat—

. ion of: '
listed in Annex A to this Agreément;
(b) -Educational, scientific "and cultural
materials, listed in Anrjexe-s--»B,_ C,
D, and E to this Agreement; - .+ |

Which are the products-of another 'conf'factw

ing State, subject to the conchhons laid
down in those annexes. T
2. The provisions of paragraph. 1 o6f 'this

article shall not prevent any contractlng '

State from levying on unpoxted matérials:

(a) Internal taxes or any. .othet mtemaL
charges of any kind, imposed at- the’

time of importation or subsequently,

not exceeding those applied. directly

of indirectly to like domestlc producis

(b) Fees and charges, other thian customs
duties, 1mpos«,d by governmentdl-

authorities on, or an conne}(ion with,
importation, h}mted in amount to
the approximate "cost of the services
,'re,ndered_, and representmg nesther
an indirect protequo_n to domestic
products nor a taxation of imigorts

for revenue purposes.

{(a) Books, publications "and- documents,

[FrETY



Article 11

1. The contracting States undertake to gram'
licences and/or foreign
of the

the necessary -
for the
fol]owmg articles:

exchange 1mp0rtatiofl
(d) Books -and pubhcatxons consigned to
public libraries and col]eetlons and
to the hbranes and collechons of
publie, . educatmnal
. cultural msntutmns _ : -
(b) Offi cral government pubhcatlon, that
is, . official, parllamentary and

administrative. documents publlshed
in thelr country of ongm,

' (é) Bosks and pubhcatlons ot the Umted‘

MNations or any of its Spec1allzed

Agenues P

(d) Books and pubhcanons recewed by;‘

h United Natlons

Sment]flc and Cultural Orgamzat;on"

and dlstrlbuted free of charge by it
or-under its superwswn,

fe). Publjcations mtended S
ntry. of

“tourist trave} oul;51de the.-c'
,unponatxon sént; and chstﬂbu

of charge; ‘

(f} Articies for the.bling _ )
(1) Books,_: pub ¥ auons 'z}._nd'
“documents: of all" ds - in’ raise

characters for the bhnd

((HE Other artlcies Specaally ’des1gned -

bhnd whxch are 1mpo edrdlrectly

bx mst}tut;ons or orgamzatxons
concemed w;th the welfare of
the  blnd;

scompetent authormes of the

-approved by the

‘research-e or.

Educauona} :

promote

‘:‘.._free )

importing country for the purpose
of duty—free entry of these

types of articles.

2. The contracting States which at any time

apply quantitative restrictions and exchange

control measures undertake to grant, as

far as possible, foreign'exchange and
licences “necessary for: the importation of

other educational, seientific or cultural

materialsy and “particularty the materials
referred -+ to'in" the annexes {o this-
" “Agreement.
Artlc}e III

. The contractmg States undenake to give

every possible; facﬂity to the importation

of educatlonal VFSC.!QIAltlfI_C._Oj’ culturat

materials, whlch carg imported exclusively

for showmg

at” a public exhibition

'approved by the competent authorities

of the

subsequent re—exportation. These facilities

1mportmg .country and for

shall include the granting of the. necessary

licences and exemption from customs

duues and -mternal taxes .and charges -of
al] klnds _payable on. importation, other
than fees and charges corrgsponding  to

_the approximate cost of services rendered
.. Nothing in thlS article shall prevent the
) authont]es of A 1mport1ng country, from

taking such’ s_t_,eps as may be necessary
to ensure that the materials in question
shall be re—exported at the close. of their

_ exhibition. .- .

Articlé IV

The contracting “Statés undertake that they
will as far as possible: '

_:?_%



(a) Continue their common efforts to promote
by every‘ means thé free circulation of
educational, scientific or cultural materials,
and -abolish. or reduce any Testrictions
to that free circulation which are not
referred to in this Agreement; . .
(b) Simplify the administrative [ji'if_ocg'dure
ng.erﬁing the importation of 'edlié'ationahl,
scientific or cultural materials;
() Facilitate the expenditious and safe

customs clearance of educational,

scientific or cultural materials.
Article V

Nothing in this ﬁgreement shall affect the

"right of contracting States to take measures,

~in  conformity with
prohibit or limit

their legislation, to
the 'impo}iatiOB, or the
circulation after importation, of articles on
grounds relating ‘directlj to national security,

public order or public- morals.
Auticle VI

This Agreement shall not- modify or affect
the laws and regulations' of any contracting

State or any .of its international. trcaties,.

conventions,  agreements or . proclamations,
with .fespect to copyright, trade marks or
pateats. o

 Article VIL

Subject to the provisions: of any prévious'

conventions to which the contracting States
may have subscribed for the settlement of
disputes, the contracting States undertake

to have recourse to negotiation orconciliat—

ion, with a view to settlement of any

disputes regarding the intérpretation or. the

application of this Apreement,

29

Axticle VIII

In case of a dispute between contracting
States relating to the educational, scientific
or -cultural' character of imported materials,
the _imerested' Parties may , be  common
agreement, ref(i.r_':i‘tf to the Ditector—General
of the United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Orpanization for an advisory
o'pin'ionﬁ ‘ -

Article IX

1, This Agreement, of which the English
and Fren‘ch- texts -are equally authenﬁc, .
shall bear, todaj}’s date and remain open
for sigpature by all ‘Membe'r States of
the United' Nations-. Educational, Scientific
and. Cultural Organization, all Member
States .of thiz United Nations and
nqn.—mam_ber'_ﬁltage to. which an invitation
may have been . addressed by the Executive
Board of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization.

2. The Agreement shall be ratified on behalf
of the signatory _Stafcs in accordance
‘with their respective  constitutional
. proceduze. - o

3. The. instruments  of ratification shall be
‘ cleposit@'c‘], with the S_ecre;afineﬁe;"é'l
_of the United Nations.

Article X
The States referyed to in paragraph” 1 of
Article IX may accept this Agreement from
22 November 1950, Acccptfin&_ shall become
effective on “the deposit of a formal instiument
with the Secreiary—General of thé United
Nations. | - '
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Article X1

This Agreement- shall come into force on

" the date on wh:ch the Secretary—General -

of the Unlted Nations receives instruments

of ratification or aooeptance from 10 States.

- Article XII -

1. The States Parties fo this Agreement on
the déte'AO_f' its ‘comii-}g into force shall
each .’(-ake-' all the necessary measures for
its fully effective operation within a period
of six months after that date.

2. For States

- instruments 6f ratification or acceptance

whieh may deposit their

- after the date of the A‘greenient coming
- into’ force, these: measures shall be taken
.W1thm a penod -of three months from
~the date of deposit.

' 3:AW1th1n one ‘month of the expzratron of

- the penods mentioned “in -paragraphs 1
and 2 of this ' article, cor
States to this. Agreement shall submit
a report to the Unife'd__"I\sztion_s Educational,

the contracting

'Scientific: anid Cultural Organization of
the’ measures. which’ fhey *have taken for
suchifully effective operation.

_ 4. The ~United Nations Educational,
' Scxent]ﬁc and” Cu]tural Orgamzanon shall

3

: ,tréin_sxm

:.thxs report ‘to 4l sxgnatory States
tor thls Agreement and 1o the International

Trade :O_r-g ﬁi_z_at_lon‘ (prowsxonall‘y, to its

Interim Comuiissiof)
Article XIIT
Any. contracting State may, at the time .of
sxgnature -or. the deposnt of its instrument

of ratlﬂcanon or acceptance Or at any time
,thereaftc_:r, declare ‘by nonﬁcathn addressed

% .

to the Secretary—General of the United
Nations that this Agreement shall extend
to all or any of the for the

foreign relations that

territories, -
conduct  of whose

contracting State is responsible.
Article XIV

1. Two yearS after the date of the coming
into  force of this Agreement, any
contracting State may, on its own- behalf
or on behalf of.any of the territories for
the conduct of whose  foreign relations
that contracting State is responsible,
denounce this Agreement by an  instrument
in writing deposited with the Secretary—
General of the United Nations.

2. The denunciation shall take effect one
year after the receipt of the mstrument
0f denuncnatxon

Article XV:
of the Umxed
Nations shall inform the States referred to

in paragraph 1 of Artide IX, as well as
the United Nations Educational, Scientific

The Secretary—General

and Cultural Organization, and the Interational
Trade Organization (provisionally, its Interim
of the of ail the

Commiission), deposit

instruments of ratification and acceptance -

provided for in Articles IX and X, as well

as of the notifications and denunciations

provided for respectlvely in Articles XIIT.

and XIV.
Article XVI

At the request of one—third of the contract—

ing States to this Agreement, the Director—

General of the United Nations.- Educstional,
Scientific and Cultural Organization shall



place on the agenda of the next session of
-the General Conference of that Organization,

. the question of convoking a meeting for.

the revision of this Agreement,

_ Article XVIT

- Annexés A, B, C, D, and E, as -well_ as, the
- Protecol anpexed to this Agrecment are
part of this

hereby  made an iitegral

'Agrecment

Ar.txvie XVIII

-1 In accordance with Asticle 102 of the
Charter of the United " Nations, this
-Ag;q,ementrs_han be reglstered by the

';'ngci‘etéry-—_:Geheral_ of the United "Natioss
“on I,the-_ ;fat;e of its coming nto force.

2.
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In faith whereof the undersigned, duly
authorized, have signed this Agreement
on behalf of their respective governments.
Done at Lake Success, New York, this.
twenty—second day of Nevember one
thousand nine hundred and fifty in a
single copy, whxch shall remain deposited
in the a_rchlves' of the United Nations,
and cejtified true copies of which shall
be delivered to all the -States referred

. to in paragraph 1 of Article IX, as well

ag to the Unitéd Nations Educational,

‘Scientific and Cultural Organization and

to the Ihtern-ational_Tra'de Orgdnization

(provisionally, to its Interim Commission).



ANNEXES

Annex A

Books pubhcatlons and documents

(1) Pnnted books.

(u) Nowspapers and periodicals.

(111} B_oo}cs_ and - doc'm.ﬁem_s produced by
: duplicating processes other- than printing. *
(iv) Official government publications, that

is, “ oﬁioial,' parliamentary - and
gd'mini_strative docum_énts published in
. their country of origin. - o

- (v) ~Travel pbste,rs' and- travel literature

- (';;ar'n’phlets, goides, timetables, Jeaflets

and similar publications), whether

" illustrated  or not, including '~ those

'bl‘ hed by ~private commercial - . . .
. Puishe Y o pova " (The exemptions provided by Annex

enterpnses .- whose  purpose is  to
_ stimulate travel outsxde the country of
) 1mportat10n '

{vi) Publications  whose purpose is to
- stlmulate study outside the country of -

o _Importation. .
-(vn) Manuscnpts mciudmg typescrlpts
"(vm) Catalogua¢ of books and pubhcatlons

“being” books and publications offered

- for sale by publishers or bookseflers

'estabhshed outside the ‘country of

‘importation; A .
" (ix) ‘Catalogues. of films, . recordings or
. other visual and. auditory material of

(x)

(xi)

Music in manuscript or printed form,
o1 reproduced by dup]iéating processes
«other than printing.

Geographlcal, _ hydrographlcal  or
astronomical maps and charts.

(xii) Architectural, industrial or engineering

_plans’ and designs, and reproductions
thereof, intended- for study in' scientific
establishments or educational institutions

‘ f__approved by the' competent authontres_

of the 'importing country for the
purpose of duty—f{ree admission -of
these types of articles. ‘

Av shall not apply to:

(@)
()

Stationery;

Books, publications and documents
(excep't catalogues, travel’ posters and
travel  literature referred to abovey -

. published by or for a: private comunercial

~enterprise, essenitially for. advertising

©

()

- purposes;

Newspapers'“and - periodicals - in “which
the advertising miatter is in excess of

70 percent by‘Asp'a(v':_e; _
"All other items (except catalogues referred

" to above) in which the advertising. matier

'-an cducatzonal smcntxf IC Or cultura] o

Lharactcr bemg catalogues issued by

or on behalf of. the United Nations

or any of its Specialized Agencies.

is -in excess of 2§ percent by space. In
the case of travel posters and literature,
this percentage shall “apply  only to
private commercial advertising matter.



33

Annex B

Wﬁrks of art and collectors

cultuml chax acter

Gy

' commeércial character.

“(iv)

pieces of an- educational, scientific or .

(6} Pamn'n'gs and drawings, includin copies, Collectors’ pieces ‘and objects of art
. 2 8 p ‘ P -~ 00j
executed ‘eniirely by’ hand but exc]ud—« - consigned to public galleries museums
. dog manufactured decorated wares. ~and other public institutions, approved
o ‘ i . by the competent authorities of - the
(i) Hand—:prmted impressions, produced ‘
‘ _ o unportmg country for ‘the purpose of
- from “hand--engraved or * -handetched
C . duty—free. entry of - these -types of
blocks, plates or - other material, and
ioned and béred by i . arhcles nctmtended for resale.
- Signed and numbeére the artist.
gnec 2 Y (v) -(,oi!ectlons rand (.ollcctors Ppieces’ -in
Onginal works of art of statuary or such scientific ﬁelds as anatomy z(}ology,
._sculptu;rc whether  in the round, in botany;- mmeralogy,_ palaeo,ntology '
rehef or in mtagllo excluding mass— archaeolegy and ethnog:raphy, not
produced 1eproduct:0ns and works " of - intendeéd for- 1esale; . '
‘conventional crdftsmansh:p of a (vi)- Antigues, bemg artlc]es i excess of

100 years of age
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A'n-nex C

~ Visual and aud:tory matenals of an educatmnal saentxﬁc or cultural

character

Gy

Films, ﬁlmstrips

i exciuchIy for

‘and developed when

» mg orgamzahons)

microfilms and: slides,
of. an cducatxonal

character, when imported by organizat-—

ions (including, at.the discretion of
the iméo_rting country,
org'an'i'zations) approved by #he
competent authonues of the 1mp0rtmg

country for the _purpose of. dutymfree

adm;ssmn of these ‘types of artlcles

exhibition by
organizations or by other public. or

private -educational, , scientific or “eultugal

mstitution - or sociéties
the afores.did authorities. s
Newsreels (with or without sound ‘track),
depxctmg events of current news: valie

at the time of i unportahon and unportcd

“in elther negatlve form, exposed and

deve[oped ‘of positive - form pxmted
1mported by.

A’orgamzations (mcludmg, at ‘the -discret—
ion' of the xmporimg country, broadcast—

-_competent authonnes of the, 1mportmg
-country for the purposc of dutyﬁfree .
_admlssxon of such films, provxded that

scientific or cultural ‘

broadcasting’

thesa iy

apprk;)v&;d : by:

approved by the'

(iii)

(i?)

(V)

. ;iQIlal,

' authoritxes -of the

-1ons

free enfry may be limited to two copies
of each subject for copying purposes.

Sound recordmgs of an educational,
sczentlﬁc or cultural character for use
exclusively in public or private educat—
scierntific or . cultural institutions
or sociefies (including, at the discretion
of the importing country, broa‘dchsting
orgamzat:ons) approved by the competent
Importing country

for thie” purpose -of duty—free admission

of thesc types of articles.

Films, filmstrips,
recordings of an educational,

microfilms and -sdund
scientific
or_cultural character produced by the
United Nations or ‘any of its Specialized
Agéncieé.
Pattems models and- wall chaits for
use excluswely for demonstrating and
teaching purposes in public or private
educational,. scientific or cultural institut— =
the
authorities -of ' the importing country
for the purpose of duty—free admission

approved by - competént

-of these types of articles.
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Annex D

Scientific instriments or apparatus

Scientific  instruments or apparatus,

intended

" purposes or pure scientific research,
“provided: , '
That such. scientific instruments or

apparatus are consigned

pr—ivate Sc:ientiﬁc o educationai institut—

ions approved by the comy elznt - .xuf%'_}.i}i‘;f{{::S

. | AnnexE R

Articles for the blind

O

(i),

Books, pubhcanons and documents of:
all kmds in raised characters for the -

Glind? : g .-' : {‘

‘Gther articles- specmiiy demgncd for . '

the . educational,

advancement of the blmd Whlch arcé

nnported dJrectIy by

exclusively for educational

(b)) That -

to publi¢ orf - . equlvale—lt scientific valué are not being

. ~'0rgamzat10ns

scxentlf’ fc .or cultura]-'

mstxtunons or -

of the importing country for the gmpose

of duty—free entry of these typ=s - of
'ar'ticles “and used under the zmmtrol
and I’ﬁSpDDSIblllty of these mstltutmm

[instruments’ or .apparamas-of

concemed thh the
welfare of the bhnd approved by the

ceuntry for the purpose of. duty— free

- ‘_entry of thcse types of arncIes

_magﬁ'pf&eig_m;d in the country of impeation.

l

' ;'_.'comgetent author;tles of  the imiporting -



Protocol annexed to the Agreement on

the Importatmm of Educatmnal Scientific and Cultural

A Materrals

- The contracting States,

Tn the interest of f‘lcmtaimg the pa.rtlc:pat—-
"1011 of the United States .of America in

the - "Agreement on the Tmportation of
: Educanonal Scientific and - Cultural
- Materials, have agreed to the foliowmg

< -1;’The United  States of America’ shall have _

the option .of ratifying  this Agreement
under Article IX, or. of accepting it

under Artlcle X, with the inclusion of

. the reservation hereunder.
'2,-In the- event of the United States of

. Amenca ‘becorning Party to this Agreement

with -the reservanon provided ior in the

precedmg paragraph 1 the provisions of

that reservation may be juvoked by the

Government of tlie United States of .
America  with regard  to any of the ™
contracting States to thig Agreement or

by any contracting State with regard to
the United States of America, prowded

that any measure imposed pursuant to -
such reservation shall be applied on a

nondlscrtmmator]f basis.

(PEXT OF THE RESERVATION)

'(a} A, as a result” of the obhgatlons'
mcurred by a contracting  State under'»

_ this Agreement any product covered
by this Agreemc nt is belng 1mported
_r__mto the’ terntory of a coutractmg State
" in such relatwely increased.’ quantltres

’ "'-";?'and Under such «‘ondltzons a3 to. cause
Tor threaten ';enaus mjury to Cthe dornestlc
,-'mdustry in that territory producmg like
_..or dxrectly Coinpetitive products the
) contractmg -State, under ‘the condrt:ons
provided:- for by pdragraph 2 above shail
.be free; in’ respecl of such product and
to the extcnt and' for such' time as may
‘i‘.‘be necessary to prevent or remedy such
g mjury, to suspend rn whole or in part
any . obhganon under this Agxeement
with, respect to such product

(b) Before any contracting State shall take

action  pursuant (o the provnsrons of
paragraph (a) above, it shall give notlce
in  writing to the United Natlons
Educational, Scientific and Cullural'
Organization as fir in advance as may
'be practicable and shall afford the
Organization and the con[ractmg States
which " are Parties to -this Agreement
an * Opportunity to . consult:’ w;rh it in
respect of the proposed action.

{c) In critical cireumstances where delay

would cause damage which it wonld be
difficult to repair, action under paragraph
(2) above may be taken provisionally
‘without prior  consultation, .op the
condition, that consultation - be effected
‘rmmedlately after taking such action
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vfy WI U‘Ifﬂlj‘i“l'l’lﬂﬂ'lﬂﬂ‘nhﬂ na vfam‘suttr (Florence Agreement)

State

1. Yugoslavia

2. Thailand

© 3. Democratic Kampuchea -

4.8n Lanka

. 5. Pakistan

6. Egypt

7. Lao People’s Demdcratic Republic

&. Monaco
9, Israel

10.Sweden

11, Republic of Viet Nam _
©12.Cuba -
lB.Philipp’incs, R .

14 Switzerland

15.E1 Sal‘v'ado'r

16; United ngdom of Great Bntam and Northern: Ireland
17, Ham R 7

18.Spam

19. Greece

20. Finland C o )
21.Federal Republic of Germany
22. France

23. Belgium

24. Luxembourg

25. Nétherlands

26. Afghanistan

Date of deposit

of instrument

26 April 1951
> 18 June 1951
5 November 1951
- 8 Fapnuary 1552
17 January 1952
8 February 1952
28 February 1952
18 March 1952
27 March 1952
21 May 1952
1 June 1952
27 Augnst 1952
30 August 1957 -
7 April 1953
24 June 1953
11 March 1954
14 May 1954
7 July 1955
12 December 1955
30 Apnl 1956
9 August 1957 )
14 October 1957" 7
31 October 1957
31 Octobér 1957
31 Qectober 1957
19 March 1958




State

27.Ghana

28. Austria

29.Jordan

30.Norway

31.Malaysia

32 Denmark

33. Guatemala

34.Nigetia

35.Sierra Leone

36.Zaire

; 37.Mudagascar

38.New Zealand

39. Gabon

40.Italy

41. United Republic ofl Tazania
42. Cyprus '

43 Ivory Coast

44.Nicaragua

45. United Republic of Cameroon
46. Rwanda

"~ 47.Uganda

48. Malawi -

49. Upper Volta

SO-Ifan

51. Trinidad and Tobago

52. United States of America
33.Kenya

54. Malta

55. Niger

56: Morocco

47

‘Date of deposit

“of instrument

7 April 1958

12 June 1958

31 December 1958 '
2 April 1959

29 June 1959

4 April 1960

8 July 1960

26 June 1961

i3 M—a-rc_h 1962

3 Niay 1962

23 May 1962

29 Fane 1962

4 September 1962 .
26 November 1962
26 March 1963 -

16 May 1963

19 July 1963

17 December 1963 ~
15 My 1964

1 Decetitber 1964

15 April 1965

17 Aupust 1965

14 Septetaber 1965
7 January 1966

11 April 1966

2 Noveinber 1966
15 March 1967

19 January 1968

22 April 1968

25 July 1968
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State

57.Congo

58.Singapore _

59. Maunritius

60.Japan

61.Bolivia

62.Romania .

63. Tunisia

64. Peland

‘..65'.1raq o

66. Fiji | o
67 Socialist Peoplels Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
" 68. Barbados .- ’
69. Zamibia

70.'1"61_1ga-

71. Ofnan--

, 72_Ireland- ‘

73. Hungary
’}4.H0.ly_'8'§ér'..z U

5. Syxian !A—_réié-gép;ib_nqg '
76. Solomogiiands.

77,Austraﬁal., R

Date of depbsit

of instrument _

26 August 1968
11 July 1969
18 July 1969
17 June 1970
29 September 1970
24 November 1970
14 May 1971
24 September 7
11 August 1972
31 October 1972
22 January 1973
13 April 1973
4 November-1974
11 November 1977
19 I__)eg:en_’_xber_ 1977
19 September 1978
15 March 1979
22 August 1979
16 September 1980
3 September 1981
5 March 1992

- .
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